Framework for Highways/Transportation Pre-application
Advice and Other Developer Related Charges

Background

Essex County Council (ECC) welcomes and encourages early discussion with
developers and applicants prior to the submission of a planning application to a district
or borough or city council. Preliminary discussion results in better quality applications
which stand a better chance of a successful outcome and helps speed up the decision-
making process after submission.

Benefits of Preliminary Discussions
Pre-application advice provides developers/applicants with:

e an understanding of how the latest national and local guidance and policies will
be applied to the highway and transportation aspects of the development

e an understanding of the level of any mitigation or works that will be sought

e the potential for reducing the time that professional teams spend working up
the proposals

e an early indication of those proposals that may be completely unacceptable
from the County Council’s point of view

e written confirmation of the advice on highway and transportation that should be
taken into consideration when submitting a subsequent application.

The Pre-Application Procedure

The developer/applicant will be asked to submit the following information and agree
the relevant fee for the required level of pre-application / highways and transportation
advice from the Strategic Development team:

e Site plans, including location, proposed access arrangements and illustrative
layout of proposals.

e Site address and postcode.

e Development description including details of proposed access, parking
provision, uses and size of unit, number/type of dwellings.

e Confirmation of the existing use of the site, including planning application
history, where appropriate.

e Scoping for Transport Statement/Assessment or a draft of these documents, if
necessary.

e Any other information critical to the consideration of the proposal at this pre-
application stage. e.g. a speed survey may be required

When the developer/applicant has provided the County Council with sufficient
information to undertake an initial assessment for highways and transportation advice,
the Highway Authority will consider the information submitted and attend a meeting
with the developer/applicant and /or his consultants if necessary. A response
summarising the main issues will subsequently be sent. If additional written advice,
meetings, or site visits are required, further charges will then be incurred.



Charges will be made in line with the charging schedules below. The charge will be
made in addition to any other charges that may be made for other Essex County

Council services. Please note that all charges exclude VAT.

Should the applicant wish to discuss alternative highway solutions/measures to those
included in their planning application, then highway advice/pre-application discussions
may also need to take place following a formal recommendation of refusal to the LPA.
These would be charged at the normal pre-application advice rates as shown in the

schedule of fees.

The County Council will issue an invoice for the highways and transportation advice,
based on the size of the development and the level of advice required.

Category of Development

1 2 3 4 5
Minor (1-9 Large Major Strategic Project work
T dwellings, up | Major (10-49 (50-249 9 subject to a
ype t0999sqm | dwellin dwellin (250+ Transportation
. gs, we'ings, dwellings ansportatio
commercial) | 1,000- 2,499 sq | 2,500-4,999 5,000 sq m + | Performance
or new m commercial) sgqgm ’ : Agreement
. commercial)
access commercial) (TPA)
A) Pre-Application Advice £223 £209 £375 £508
B) Pre-app or Local Plan
Enquiry Meeting at CH & £299 £446 £598 £809
written Advice**
C) Pre-app or Local Plan
Enquiry Meeting at DC/on £446 £598 £809 £956
site &written Advice**
D) Assessment of
Scoping Study for To be agreed
Transport Assessment or n/a £446 £598 £809 on a case-by-
Statement case basis
cost in addition to advice
above
E) Review of Transport
g‘ssessme}f‘t or £1,501 £3,753 £5.102
tatement n/a

cost in addition to advice
above*

Additional Work (dependant
on requirements and case
officers)

£68 - 97 per hour

* If the TA includes complex modelling/multiple junctions, the TA will be assessed by Jacobs
and a quote for work will be obtained and the actual costs charged.
Where additional specialist advice is required, fees will be charged at cost. Advice from

specialists will be sought where appropriate.

** This charge covers a meeting of up to 2 hours, any time over this will be charged at the

hourly rate.




Response times for Highway and Transportation advice

Written responses will be sent to the developer/applicant within 20 working days of
receipt of the required information and the pre-application fee. If a meeting is required
a response will be sent within 10 working days of the meeting. Response times for
review of Transport Assessments/Statements will be agreed on a case-by-case basis.

Notes:

Written responses will not be advice to the developer on how to secure planning
permission for the proposals. The response will provide an indication of how the
County Council, as consultee on highway and transportation matters, is likely to view
the proposals when submitted on a formal basis.

The highway and transportation advice will be provided without prejudice to the County
Council’s final formal response on any future planning application. The Highway
Authority’s formal recommendations to a planning application will be made after
consideration of all the application information and following more detailed
assessment. The final decision on any planning application will be taken by the
planning authority, not by the County Council as consultee.

Please note that all costs exclude VAT, which will be charged at the appropriate rate
at the time the service is provided.
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